
October 2016 Issue 

Texas District Team -------------------------------------2 

District Director Corner -------------------------------3 

District Treasurer Note ---------------------------------4 

Assistant DD Corner -----------------------------------5 

Couple of the Year Article ----------------------------6 

Rider Education Article --------------------------------9 

Membership Enhancement ------------------------- 11 

Leadership Training Article------------------------- 12 

Region H Director s Corner (Berry) -------------- 14 

Region H Team------------------------------------------ 15 

Region H Assistant Director (Fleming) --------- 16 

By the Book (Jack Wagner)------------------------- 17 

Wing Ding #39 (2017) --------------------------------- 18 

GWRRA Bulletin (09/26/2016) ---------------------- 19 

GWRRA Bulletin (09/27/2016) ---------------------- 20 

T-Fest Rally (Killeen) ---------------------------------- 21 

Chapter H Rally (San Antonio)--------------------- 22 

Puzzle Page ---------------------------------------------- 24 

GWRRA Event Dates ---------------------------------- 25 

 

GWRRA TEXAS DISTRICT  
PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) 

F RIENDS  F OR  F UN ,  SAFETY ,   
AND  KNOWLEDGE  

What's happening in October? 
 
Chapter T from Killeen is having their an-
nual T Fest Rally on October 8, 2016, 
8:30 am-2:00 pm at 699 E. Veterans Me-
morial Blvd. in Harker Heights, TX. At the 
retired E9 association Building. There will 
be vendors. Games, Fun Run, Bike Show, 
Silent Auction and Food. 
 
Chapter H from San Antonio is having 
their annual Wings in the Park rally on  

October 15, 2016, 10:00 am- 3:00 pm at 
Raymond Russell Park, 20644 IH 10 West 
Exit 552 in San Antonio, TX. There will be 
a Poker run, Off Bike games, Silent Auc-
tion and food. 
 
Region H is having a fun ride and get to-
gether event called the Fall Foliage Ride 
on October 21-23, 2016 in Arkansas. We 
will be riding the Quachita Mountains with 
its sweeping curves, having lunch at the 
Cliff House overlooking the Arkansas 
Grand Canyon.  We will ride the “Jasper 
Disaster” and The Twisted Lady. We will 
end the day at the Hub Motorcycle Resort 
with dinner at Scooters. Friday evening 
some will be staying at the Baymont Inn at 
5321 Central Ave. Then Kick stands up at 
8:00 am for the day of riding and eating. 
Check out the region H website for more 
details. http://www.gwrra-h.org/ 
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District Director 

txdd@gwrra-tx.org 

Mike & Robin Thacker 

281-686-8892 

 

 

Assistant District Director 

txadd2@gwrra-tx.org 

Newsletter Editor 

NLE@gwrra-tx.org 

Webmaster 

webmaster@gwrra-tx.org 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

858-755-6071 

 

Rider Education  

TxEd@gwrra-tx.org  

Randy & Kathy Reese 

512-744-3635 

 

 

Assistant Rider Educator 

TxEda@gwrra-tx.org  

Scott Finnell 

512-591-7631 

 

 

 

Treasurer 

Diane Shults 281-642-4619 

TxTreasurer@gwrra-tx.org 

Entertainment Coordinator 

Entertainment@gwrra-tx.org 

Vendor Coordinator 

TxVC@gwrra-tx.org 

Kenny Shults 713-562-3994 

 

 

Membership Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Couple of The Year Coord 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
512-897-0860  
TxMEC@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Leadership Training 

TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Leadership Trainer 

Cliff & Gillian Allen 

214-886-5798 

 

 

Chapter  of the Year  

Coordinators 

CHOY@gwrra-tx.org  

Sheri Altes 

512-897-0860 

 

 

District Couple Of the Year 

2016 / 2017 

TXCOY@gwrra-tx.org 

Scott & Linda Gresak 

218-386-7800 

 

Special Days of October 
October 3 Rosh Hashanah 
October 10 Canadian Thanksgiving Day 
October 10 Columbus Day 
October 12 Yom Kippur 
October 12 International Moment of 

Frustration Day 
October 31 Halloween 

 TEXAS DISTRICT TEAM 
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This year has been FUN FUN FUN 
 
We just returned home from the last Region H 
District Rally of the Year. Oklahoma had a 
great rally this past weekend. It was good to 
visit with our friends we have not seen in a 
while. Before we get busy with the upcoming 
holidays, we still have a few events in the 
month of October (See the list on page 1).  

 

Mid-Winter Round Up 
 

Set the date for January 14, 2017, Saturday, 
7:00 am to 5:00 pm. MPEC and Expo Center, 
1000 5th St. Wichita Falls. We have a day 
planned for everyone to attend. Come see what 
your staff is planning for next year’s rally in 
Wichita Falls. We will filling out new appoint-
ment forms, having educational seminars to 
help all members learn about what each core 
team member’s responsibilities are. This will be 
the same style of event we had last year. Eve-
ryone gets to set in on all the seminars for each 
position. Chapter Directors will learn about the 
Rider Educators position and Membership En-
hancement will learn about other core team po-
sitions. We will have a seminar, then a break, 
seminar, then Lunch and so on. I’m sure we will 
have a little entertainment in between.  
 
We will be having the Couple or Individual of 
the Year presentation, so bring your past and 
present Couple or Individual of the Year that 
you have named as your ambassador for your 
Chapter. They will be presented their medal-
lions either by the past Couple of the Year or 
the Chapter Director.  
 

At closing ceremony all the new staff will be re-
ceiving their certificates, patches and pins as 
they get sworn in and sign their Oath of Office.  

(Please have all your appointment papers 
and MOU’s filled out and emailed to us be-
fore MWRU so we can assure that everyone 
gets their patches and pins).  
 
Don’t forget the end of the year Financials are 

due by December 31, 2016 and your yearly 
dues of 100.00 is due by November 15, 2016. 
 

New Chapter of the Year Coordinator 
 

Sherri Altes will be taking over the position as 
CHOY Coordinator. Please turn your Chapter 
of the Year paper work into Sherri at MWRU 
so she can review them and have them turned 
in to the Region Coordinator. Remember, 
every Chapter should be at the Bronze level in 
the program. Come on, fill out the forms and 
receive an award for your chapter on a job well 
done. Remember—A Chapter that plays to-
gether, Stays Together.   
 
We have a lot of new fun planned for everyone 
this coming year, come and see. 

 

Mike & Robin Thacker  

Texas District Director 
 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 

October 1, 1938 - Hitler's troops occupied the 
Sudetenland portion of Czechoslovakia. In an 
effort to avoid war, the leaders of Britain and 
France had agreed to cede the German-
speaking area to Hitler, who later broke the 
agreement and occupied all of Czechoslovakia. 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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END of Year Financial Paperwork 
 
Your Chapter year-end financial report is 
due to me by December 31st each year.  
ALL FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN 
REVISED FOR 2016, UPDATED INFORMA-
TION CAN BE FOUND ON THE GWRRA 
WEBSITE UNDER OFFICER/OFFICER 
CONNECTION/RESOURCES.  
http://gwrra.org/oconnect/
officerresources.html 
 
When you send the completed report to me, 
you must include the following: 
• Chapter financial Report Cover Sheet 

(Forms I-33) 
• Chapter financial Report (I-14) 
• Chapter Equipment List (Form I-34) 
• December’s Bank Statement (you no 

longer have to send all 12 months) 
 
Blank copies of the Financial Report and 
Equipment List are available on the Texas 
District website under Member Resources.  
You may also bring your financial report, 
equipment list, and bank statement to Mid-
Winter Round-Up in January, 2017.  Be sure 
both the CD and Chapter Treasurer have 
signed the financial report.  Please check that 
the beginning balance that you use on your 
2016 report is the same as your ending bal-
ance from your 2015 report. 
 
You will be responsible for filing your 
chapter’s 990N for 2016.   
****THERE WILL BE NEW BREAKDOWN 
DESCRIPTIONS, THIS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
IN NEXT MONTHS NEWSLETTER AND I 
WILL BE SENDING IT OUT TO THE CD’S 
AND TREASURERS**** 

TEXAS DISTRICT TREASURER  
Diane Shults 

End of the Year Financial Paperwork 
TxTreasurer@gwrra-tx.org 

Feel free to email me with any questions that 
you may have regarding any of this informa-
tion.  I look forwarding to seeing each of you 
in Mid-Winter Round-Up in January. 
 
Charter Fees are due to me no later than 
November 15, 2015.  Charter fees have in-
creased due to the dramatic increase in insur-
ance cost.  The GWRRA insurance policy pro-
vides coverage which will allow GWRRA to 
continue its field training practices and events 
which are vital to the Rider Education program 
and the Association as a whole.  Chapter 
Charter Fees are now $100.00, payable to 
GWRRA Texas District.  Last year everyone 
chapter was on time with their charter fees!  
Thank you so much! 
 
Thank you  for all your hard work. 

Diane Shults 
Texas District Treasurer 

713-562-3994 

 

Send Charter Fees and Reports to : 
Diane Shults 
Texas District Treasurer 
24247 E. Terrace Dr 
Porter, Tx 77365 
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Summer trip time 
Finally Back to Texas 

 
It is great to be back in Texas.  Dawn and I 
were gone for a total of 11 weeks.  We were 
not actually riding every day.  I am not sure we 
could have lasted that long if we were on the 
bike constantly.  Our last portion of the trip was 
coming from Northern California to Austin.  It 
was a total of 2,100 miles and we were able to 
cover it in 4 days (We arrived back home on 
Sunday 2 Oct).  On this trip we visited some 
friends and relatives.  We went sailing on Lake 
Erie, did some site seeing in Salt Lake City, 
and of course enjoyed Wing Ding in Billings.  
Dawn and I also enjoyed a reunion with some 
friends we worked with in Asia and S California.  
The reunion was in Hood River Oregon.  I was 
also able to get some Steel Head Fishing done 
in N California (on the Kalmath River). 
 
It is great to finally be back in Texas.  The 
weather on the trip back was fantastic.  Even 
our last day on the bike from Clovis NM to Aus-
tin was a very comfortable ride.  Of course now 
that we are back there is a lot to catch up on 
and we are already getting ready for the trip to 
Arkansas the middle of October.  I hope to see 
lots of folks / friends on the ride in Arkansas. 
 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 

EDITOR  NOTE Looking for HELP 
I am still looking for anyone that is interested in 
helping to produce the District Newsletter.  
While traveling it has been a little difficult to get 
the NL out and some help would be greatly ap-
preciated.   

=================================== 
Special Dates in History 

 

October 1, 1908 - Henry Ford's Model T, a 
"universal car" designed for the masses, went 
on sale for the first time.  

October 1, 1946 - Twelve Nazi leaders were 
sentenced to death at the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in Nuremberg, Germany. 

October 1, 1949 - The People's Republic of 
China was founded with Mao Zedong as Chair-
man. 

October 1, 1979 - After 70 years of American 
control, the Panama Canal Zone was formally 
handed over to Panama. 

October 2, 1935 - Mussolini's Italian troops in-
vaded Abyssinia, beginning an occupation last-
ing until 1941. 

October 2, 1967 - Thurgood Marshall (1908-
1993) was sworn in as the first African Ameri-
can associate justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. He served until 1991 and was known for 
opposing discrimination and the death penalty, 
and for championing free speech and civil liber-
ties. 

October 2, 1968 - California's Redwood Na-
tional Park was established. Redwoods are the 
tallest of all trees, growing up to 400 feet (120 
meters) during a lifetime that can span 2,000 
years. 

October 2, 1975 - Japanese Emperor Hirohito 
made his first-ever visit to the White House. 

October 3, 1863 - President Abraham Lincoln 
issued a proclamation designating the last 
Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day. 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK 

Texas COY Adventures 

On Friday, Sept 30th 
and Saturday, Oct 1st 
Linda and I got the 
pleasure of taking in 
the sights around 
Muskogee Okla-
homa, attending the 
GWRRA Oklahoma 
District Convention 
“Country Winging”.  
Due to Linda’s travel up to meet me in Tulsa 
from Houston and my need to get in a couple 
hours of work on Friday morning, we didn’t get 
to start taking part in all of the fun until later in 
the morning, right before lunch.   Because of 
our late start, we missed the Country Music 
Hall of Fame on Thursday evening but there 
was plenty of fun left to be had. 

After a meet and greet with all of our GWRRA 
family and friends it was time to get our agenda 
off of the schedule and of course we had to buy 
all of our couple basket tickets,  50/50 tickets 
and our trailer tickets, as the Oklahoma District 
was giving away a motorcycle trailer supplied 
by Minitrailer USA.  Soon it was time for lunch 
and we decided to eat from 1 of the 2 food 
trucks on site in which we had received many 
good references, “Mama Tigs Wood Fired 
Pizza”.  Linda and I made a selection off the 
menu of “Papa D’s”, which was a traditional 
pizza with Pepperoni and Canadian bacon.  
Based on the empty box that we threw away 
shortly thereafter, we were in total agreement 
of the “yummy in the tummy”. 

You can’t go to a rally and not perform your 
due diligence in shopping through the vendors, 
so appropriately that was next on our list.   
Linda started some of her Christmas shopping 
with purchases at the jewelry, embroidery and 

wood art vendors while I focused on bike parts.   
Soon I found myself outside admiring the works 
of muralist Sue Hopper and the windshield en-
graver, known as “Chigger”.   Their work is 
nothing short of simply amazing.  I found my-
self taking information, trying to make plans for 
our trike, down the road. 

Returning back inside from the outdoor ven-
dors, Linda was in over her head as she was 
being introduced to the game, “Farkle” around 
a table of what seemed to be a bunch of sea-
soned professionals.   Although she took a 
loss, she left with affection for the game desir-
ing to introduce it to our family and friends back 
home.   While Linda was getting schooled into 
the world of “Farkle”, I got roped into helping 
Texas District Director Mike Thacker in the Me-
dallion Hunt.  With each clue, many of us 
searched the Muskogee Civic Center thor-
oughly in a search that covered most of the af-
ternoon.  Eventually it was discovered in one of 
Sue Hopper’s art display books in the outside 
vendor area.  Ironically, I had been completely 
through all of her books earlier as I was admir-
ing her work, thinking of ideas for our trike. 

Next was the Oklahoma District Couple of the 
Year Selection which was won by Bill and 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK 

Texas COY Adventures 

Continued 

Linda Stevens of Chapter X in Stillwater Okla-
homa, although all of the couples participating 
were winners in our book.  After the festivities 
of congratulating “The Stevens”, we got the 
treat of posing for a picture with them as well 
as newly crowned International Couple of the 
Year, Steve and Carolyn Cotton and addition-
ally Region H Couple of the Year, Randy and 
Kathy Reese. 

Prior to the evening talent show, Randy and 
Kathy Reese suggested a dinner option of the 
“Boomerang Diner” in Muskogee.  Soon the 
word had spread and we had filled the small 
diner with all but (2) of the tables from GWRRA.  
As recommended, the food was good and cer-
tainly filling. The bantering back and forth with 
the diner staff as well as ourselves made for a 
fun time. 

Back at the Civic Center it 
was now time for the tal-
ent show, which was filled 
full of serious and come-
dic acts for our pleasure.  
We saw a group version 
of “Old McDonald had a 
Wing”, as well as a rendi-
tion of the Blue Collar 
Comedy Tour, in addition 
to a ventriloquist with a 
live “dummy”.   If that wasn’t enough, Elvis also 
made an appearance to close the show.   This 
was not before getting treated to gospel, patri-
otic, country, pop and instrumental acts all 
good enough to win.  Representing Texas, 
Chapter T Directors Jim and Alvalin Woodul, 
got a standing ovation for their version of Lee 
Greenwood’s, “God Bless the USA”, which led 
to them winning for the “Best Act Outside of 
Oklahoma District”.   Following the talent show 

and wrapping up Friday night was “the light 
show”. 

Saturday brought more fun with a “Farmer’s 
Market” in the North Parking lot of the Civic 
Center which brought in fresh produce, plants, 
herbs, flowers and bakery goods.  We were 
told that locals refer to this as the “best kept 
secret in Muskogee”. 

Inside the convention center, Saturday was full 
of pride table competitions along with the Dress 
competitions, as well as the bike show.   
Whether it was the lights from Friday night or 
the details that our members put into the de-
sign of their bikes/trikes that were judged on 
Saturday, they are all simply remarkable. 

Some of our folks remarked about taking the 
Historic Home Trolley Tour, while some 
watched the amazing Kansas Twisters Drill 
Team.  We stayed behind and took in lunch 
from the other food truck, “Dawg’s Hawg Wild 
BBQ”, which definitely left you busting at the 
seams, with their gracious portions.  Linda and 
I again tried our hand at the Not So Newlywed 
Game, which led us to the all too familiar un-
successful result. 

After finishing up some last minute vendor 
shopping and ticket purchases trying to get 
those winning tickets on top, it was time for the 
Closing Ceremony.   Even though Robin 
Thacker 
and I got 
into a little 
challenge 
over the 
trailer, it 
simply 
wasn’t 
meant to 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2016 / 2017 SCOTT & LINDA GRESAK 

Texas COY Adventures 

Continued 

be as neither of us brought home “the gold”. 

We extended 
our ticket 
challenge 
over into the 
bidding for 
the Chapter 
Baskets, of 
which led to 
Mike and 
Robin 
Thacker win-
ning the OK-
P Basket. 

Other win-
ners from 
Texas were:  
Billie Fleming 
$20 Cash, 
Steve Flem-
ing – 2nd 
Place in the 
Farkle Tour-
nament, 

Kathy Reese 
$20 gift card, 
Alvalin 
Woodul won 
an Indian Pic-
ture and we 
won a 
GWRRA 
Woodart  
Plaque. 

We had a 

great time 

meeting new 

friends and 

having fun with everyone in Oklahoma.  We 

can’t to wait to hopefully see as many of you as 

is possible in Arkansas Oct 21st-23rd for the Re-

gion H Fall Foliage Ride. 

 

Scott & Linda Gresak 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2016-17 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
 
October 3, 1929 - Yugoslavia became the offi-
cial name of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes. 

October 3, 1932 - Iraq gained independence 
from Britain and joined the League of Nations. 

October 3, 1974 - Frank Robinson was hired 
by the Cleveland Indians as baseball's first Afri-
can American major league manager. 

October 3, 1990 - After 45 years of Cold War 
division, East and West Germany were reunited 
as the Federal Republic of Germany. 

October 4, 1943 - The Island of Corsica be-
came the first French territory in Europe freed 
from Nazi control as Free French troops liber-
ated the city of Bastia. 

October 4, 1965 - Pope Paul VI became the 
first Pope to visit the U.S. and the first to ad-
dress the United Nations. 

October 5, 1910 - Portugal became a republic 
following a successful revolt against King 
Manuel II. 
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Getting to Know Your Tires 
 
When we returned from Wing Ding, I took a 
good look and my tires and determined that I 
might need to change the front tire and both of 
my trailer tires.  Hated to part with the money, 
but my safety is more important to me.  The ar-
ticle below has been modified from a New Jer-
sey Rider Education site: 
 
Tires are all there is between you and the 
road.  Do not skimp on tires.  Don't ride on bad 
tires or even questionable ones.  What keeps 
the motorcycle from sliding out from under you 
are what is known as friction.  Firestone tires 
used the ad campaign "Where The Rubber 
Meets The Road".  They were referring to that 
magical element known as traction.  Traction is 
the friction that exists between the road surface 
and the tire.  The greater the amount of friction, 
the more traction.  When you run out of trac-
tion, sliding is the result. 
 
New Tires must be broken-in.  They break-in 
between 50-100 miles.  Breaking them in 
means travelling at reduced speeds, using 
great care to gradually increase speed and 
thereby increasing lean angle.  The new tires 
come out of the tire molds by the use of a re-
leasing agent.  This agent is sometimes sili-
cone based and very slippery.  It is not usually 
water soluble and the only way it can be re-
moved is by wear.  New agents are being used 
by some manufacturers with the hope of reduc-
ing the time it takes to wear off the releasing 
agent. 
 
Old tires sometimes need to be replaced even 
if they look new.  As they age they lose their 
elasticity and get dry and hard.   This has an 
effect on the braking and handling of your mo-
torcycle.  Tires are now date coded by the 

manufacturer so that it can be determined how 
long the tires sat on the shelf before being in-
stalled.  Ask about the dates of manufacture of 
the tires you are about to buy.  Sitting on a 
shelf for three years gives a dealer good rea-
son too want to sell them cheap, and gives you 
a good reason to look elsewhere for that extra 
margin of safety. 
 
Cold tires have less traction.  Warm the tires 
gradually by riding at reduced speeds.  In cold 
weather this could take a few miles.  Better 
safe than sorry. 
 
Under inflated tires wear off the part of the tire 
that you need for leaning.  Always check you 
air pressure and tread.  Check you air pressure 
when the tires get cold and then again when 
they are heated up.  There shouldn't be more 
than a 10% difference between the read-
ings.  Then you know if the tire pressure is cor-
rect. 
 
The mileage you get on your bike tires are a lot 
less than you get on a car tire.  A hard tire gets 
more mileage, but less traction, than a softer 
tire.  All tires are not created equal.  The com-
position of the tires make a big differ-
ence.  Generally speaking, you will get twice 
the mileage from a front tire than a rear.  Some 
manufacturers sell tires in sets of three for this 
reason. Many tire manufacturers are now using 
a harder compound in the center of the tire to 
make them wear more evenly. 
 
Clean tires as per manufactures direc-
tions.   Never use an oily substance like Armor 
All. 
 
Ask your dealer or knowledgeable friends 
about the differences in tire brands and manu-
facturers.  Select tires to meet your needs and 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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riding style.   Many riders sacrifice long wear for 
added traction.  Conservative distance riders 
alter their riding style for mileage.  Know your 
tires and remember, "Traction is like money in 
the bank, you can never have enough". 
 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
All The Gear All The Time 

 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 

October 4, 1957 - The Space Age began as 
the Russians launched the first satellite into or-
bit. Sputnik I weighed just 184 lbs. and trans-
mitted a beeping radio signal for 21 days. The 
remarkable accomplishment by Soviet Russia 
sent a shockwave through the American politi-
cal leadership resulting in U.S. efforts to be the 
first on the moon. 

October 4, 1993 - Russian tank-soldiers loyal 
to President Boris Yeltsin shelled the Russian 
White House, crushing a hard-line Communist 
rebellion. Yeltsin then fired Vice-president Alex-
ander Rutskoi and jailed other opposition lead-
ers. 

October 5, 1813 - Shawnee Indian Chief Te-
cumseh was defeated and killed during the War 
of 1812. Regarded as one of the greatest 
American Indians, he was a powerful orator 
who defended his people against white settle-
ment. When the War of 1812 broke out, he 
joined the British as a brigadier general and 
was killed at the Battle of the Thames in On-
tario. 

October 5, 1877 - Following a 1,700-mile re-
treat, Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce Indians 
surrendered to U.S. Cavalry troops at Bear's 
Paw near Chinook, Montana. "From where the 
sun now stands, I will fight no more forever," he 
declared. 

October 5, 1908 - Bulgaria proclaimed its inde-
pendence from the Ottoman Empire. 

October 5, 1938 - Czech President Dr. Eduard 
Benes resigned and fled abroad amid threats 
from Adolf Hitler. 

October 5, 1964 - The largest mass escape 
since the construction of the Berlin Wall oc-
curred as 57 East German refugees escaped to 
West Berlin after tunneling beneath the wall. 

October 5, 1986 - Former U.S. Marine Eugene 
Hasenfus was captured by Nicaraguan Sand-
inistas after a plane carrying arms for the Nica-
raguan rebels (Contras) was shot down over 
Nicaragua. This marked the beginning of the 
"Iran-Contra" controversy resulting in Congres-
sional hearings and a major scandal for the 
Reagan White House after it was revealed that 
money from the sale of arms to Iran was used 
to fund covert operations in Nicaragua. 

October 5. - "Father of the Space Age" Robert 
Goddard (1882-1945) was born in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. During his lifetime he was ridi-
culed by the public and the press over his idea 
of constructing a space flight machine. In 1926, 
he launched the world's first liquid-fueled rocket 
on a farm near Auburn, Mass. In 1935, his liq-
uid-fueled rocket surpassed the speed of 
sound.  

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Continued 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

Lyle and Sheri Altes  

The weather is finally getting cooler and the 
riding is great, it’s the time of the year to really 
get out there and have some fun, try new 
places to go , and may be some different ac-
tivities. The one thing about Texas as most of 
you know there are always a lot of events go-
ing on each and every weekend. Check out the 
web, motorcycle magazines, etc. There are 
festivals, cook-offs, car & bike shows, music 
and sport events, and with the holidays coming 
upon us there are all kinds of tree and street 
lightings and other holiday celebrations hap-
pening. And don’t forget about the rides for 
kids, toy runs and other charitable rides and 
events over the holidays these are always en-
joyable and rewarding things to do. And finally 
don’t forget the rides to our favorite restaurant 
locations, but mix it up try planning a ride to 
that restaurant that you have seen in a maga-
zine or on TV that you have never been to the 
trip there and back be a lot of fun. 
 
The whole point is let’s get out there and have 
Fun, enjoy good times with our Friends, and 
get a lot of great riding in at the same time, but 
mix it up try new things and places, this makes 
it more fun, which invites more participation, 
and when people see groups growing and hav-
ing fun, it attracts new members that weren’t 
sure if they would enjoy being part of a group 
before, and it definitely helps with retention 
keeping our members happy and enjoying be-
longing and riding!     
 
And please don’t forget that if you find new 
thing to do or great places to ride please let us 
know so that we can pass it along to other 
chapters. Each Chapter in our state has some 
great places to ride to and see if you know of 
some that you think unique, fun, or something 
that other riders would enjoy pass them along 
also and we will get them posted, so other 

chapters can come and see what you enjoy 
and we all know that an impromptu chapter get 
together can be a lot of fun 
 
And on another subject end of the year is ap-
proaching fast don.t forget to get your 2017 
Couple Of The Year selection made and get 
their info to us. We know most Chapter Direc-
tors announce their Couple of the Year at their 
Christmas party, but we at the District love to 
present them with their Medallion’s to show 
them how much we appreciate them, and how 
much the Couple of the Year program means 
to us. 
 
Get out there and Ride and Have Fun!!! 
 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's 

MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 

October 6, 1927 - The first "talkie" opened in 
New York. The Jazz Singer starring Al Jolson 
was the first full-length feature film using spo-
ken dialogue. 

October 6, 1928 - Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek became president of the Republic of 
China upon the introduction of a new constitu-
tion. 

October 6, 1949 - "Tokyo Rose" (Iva Toguri 
d'Aquino) was sentenced in San Francisco to 
10 years imprisonment and fined $10,000 for 
treason. She had broadcast music and Japa-
nese propaganda to American troops in the 
Pacific during World War II. She was pardoned 
by President Gerald Ford in 1977. 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Leadership Traits 

This month we are going 
to look at how you as a 
Chapter Leader can be 
more effective. 

A remarkable amount of 
time, effort, and money 
has been devoted to the study of leadership. 
Despite all this research, there is little agree-
ment about exactly what leadership is. 

Still, people know effective leadership when 
they see it. And while great leaders may some-
times be born that way, there are certain traits 
that great leaders share in common that any-
one can practice and adopt to become more 
effective. 

What qualities are those? Well, to be a highly 
effective leader, you must ... 

... inspire action. 
Try to paint a vision of the future that inspires 
your people to do whatever it takes to get 
there. The best leaders also clear away the or-
ganizational roadblocks that constrain employ-
ees’ natural creativity and initiative, unleashing 
a tremendous amount of energy in the process. 

... be optimistic. 
We all want to work with and for people who lift 
us up into the clouds instead of dragging us 
down into the mud. Make sure to seek out the 
positives in your people, helping them over-
come their own feelings of self-doubt and 
spreading optimism throughout your organiza-
tion. 

... have integrity. 
Research shows that the top thing that employ-

ees want from their leaders is integrity. Be hon-
est, fair, candid and forthright, and treat every-
one in the same way that you yourself would 
want to be treated. 

... support and facilitate your team. 
For people to do their very best work, they 
need an organizational environment that sup-
ports them by making it safe to take risks, to tell 
the truth, and to speak up ... without being pun-
ished for doing so. Support your employees by 
creating this kind of environment, and it will fa-
cilitate their progress toward attaining your or-
ganization’s goals. 

... have confidence. 
Highly effective leaders know deep down inside 
that they and their team can accomplish any-
thing they set their minds to. Failure is not an 
option. Tentative leaders make for tentative 
employees. If you’re confident, your people will 
be too. 

... communicate. 
In any organization, knowledge is power, and 
great leaders ensure that every employee, from 
the very top to the very bottom of the org chart, 
is provided with complete and up-to-date infor-
mation about the organization’s goals, perform-
ance, successes and failures. To achieve this 
level of connection, you should also provide 
ample channels for two-way communication 
between employees and managers, actively 
soliciting their ideas for improvement and re-
warding employees for submitting them. 

... be decisive. 
One of the most basic duties of any leader is to 
make decisions. Highly effective leaders aren’t 
afraid to be decisive and to make tough calls 
quickly when circumstances require it. Once 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

CONTINUED 

you have all the information you need to make 
an informed decision, then don’t hesitate--make 
it. And once you make a decision, then stick 
with it unless there is a particularly compelling 
reason for you to change it. 

No matter what type of organization or industry 
you're in, it's possible to become a more effec-
tive leader, inspiring your people to give their 
very best every day of the week. Make a point 
of practicing these 7 leadership traits, and you 
will be a highly effective leader too. 

Until next time, ride safe. 
 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Trainers 

Tel: 214-886-5798 
 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
October 6, 1973 - The Yom Kippur War started 
as Egypt and Syria launched attacks on Israeli 
positions on the East Bank of the Suez and the 
Golan Heights. 

October 6, 1978 - Iranian religious leader Aya-
tollah Khomeini was granted asylum in France 
after being expelled from Iran for his opposition 
to the Shah. 

October 6, 1981 - Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat (1918-1981) was assassinated in Cairo 
by Muslim fundamentalists while watching a 
military parade. He had shared the 1978 Nobel 
Peace Prize with Menachem Begin of Israel. 
He had signed an American-sponsored peace 

accord with Israel, but had been denounced by 
other Arab leaders. 

October 7, 1949 - The German Democratic 
Republic came into existence in East Germany. 
Dominated by Soviet Russia, it lasted until Ger-
man reunification in 1990. 

October 7, 1985 - Palestinian terrorists seized 
the Italian passenger ship Achille Lauro carry-
ing about 440 persons, threatening to blow it up 
if Israel did not free 50 Palestinian prisoners. 
Leon Klinghoffer, an elderly wheelchair-bound 
American, was murdered. 

October 8, 1871 - The Great Fire of Chicago 
erupted. According to legend, it started when 
Mrs. O'Leary's cow kicked over a lantern in her 
barn on DeKoven Street. Over 300 persons 
were killed and 90,000 were left homeless as 
the fire leveled 3.5 square miles, destroying 
17,450 buildings. Financial losses totaled over 
$200 million. 

October 8, 1993 - The U.N. General Assembly 
lifted economic sanctions against South Africa 
following the end of racial apartheid. The sanc-
tions had been imposed since the 1960s. 

October 8, 1996 - Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat made his first public visit to Israel 
for talks with Israeli President Ezer Weizman at 
his private residence. 

October 8, 1998 - The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives voted 258-176 to approve a resolu-
tion launching an impeachment inquiry of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. It was only the third time in 
U.S. history the House launched a formal im-
peachment inquiry of a sitting president. (The 
other two: Andrew Johnson and Richard 
Nixon). 
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Region H News 

Directors Corner 

JIM & REBA BERRY 
FROM REGION H SEPTEMBER NL    

Hello there Region H, This will be a short 

newsletter this month as everyone seems to 

be on the road riding their bikes to some-

where in Montanan. Billings, I think it is. WING 

DING! We know one young couple who left a 

month early and traveled to Billings via Lake 

Tahoe, San Francisco, Seattle and Anchor-

age. Another fun loving couple left 17 days 

early for a Colorado/Utah excursion along the 

way. One single guy left two weeks early for a 

ride thru Colorado, Wyoming and South Da-

kota. We have new friends from New Jersey 

who are coming in an RV, trailering their Gold-

wing and bring their 92 year old mother and 

her 160 pound dog. Isn’t this a great hobby!  

 

Over the last year, traveling as the Interna-

tional Couple of the year, we have met so 

many fantastic new friends. Wing Ding will ac-

tually be a huge family reunion for us. In addi-

tion to our Region H family, we are looking 

forward to seeing friends from the rallies we 

attended this year: Districts TN, MO, WA, 

NJ/NY and NE/SD in addition to Region A. 

What a Year!  

 

At Wing Ding, a new International Couple will 

be selected. Please make plans to attend the 

selection process to support our own Region 

H Couple, Carolyn and Steve Cotton. Be there 

wearing your High Viz Yellow/ Green shirts. 

Let’s make some noise.  

 

There will be several new things at Wing Ding 

this year. See Karen Frazier’s article later in 

this newsletter. There will be a COY Boot 

Camp and last but not least, FOOD TRUCKS 

at the rally sight.  

 

Come support our talent show participants; 

the Wooduls from TX and the KS District 

team.  

 

If you have some time, join us Wednesday 

afternoon as we organize our volunteers for 

the bike show. The bike show is a whole new 

animal this year and has FUN written all over 

it.  

 

Now, while Wing Ding is a great way to start 

September, we also suggest a great way to 

end September and start October. The Okla-

homa Rally is September 29 thru October 1 in 

Muskogee. It looks to be a great time, and 

COOL!  Will we see you there?  

 

Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 

October 9, 1962 - Uganda achieved inde-
pendence after nearly 70 years of British rule. 

October 9, 1970 - Cambodia declared itself 
the Khmer Republic following the abolishment 
of the monarchy by the legislature. 

October 10, 1954 - Ho Chi Minh entered Ha-
noi, Vietnam, after the withdrawal of French 
troops, in accordance with armistice terms 
ending the seven-year struggle between Com-
munist Vietnamese and the French.  
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Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 

PINS AND PATCHES 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

PATCHES@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

TREASURER 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 

ED AND ANN NAHL 

TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION TRAINER 

JACK WAGNER 

TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

WEBMASTER, 

SAM BELINOSKI 

WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  

COORDINATORS. 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

COORDINATORS 

TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 

MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

EDUCATOR 

MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 

RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 

EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

VENDOR COORDINATORS 

RUBY SEALE 

VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  

COORDINATORS 

MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

RANDY & KATHY REESE 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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Region H News 

Assistant Directors Corner 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

FROM SEPTEMBER REGION H NL    

Lesson From the RoadG
Checklists  
 
We are on the way to Wing Ding as we write 
this. I thought I would share a little something 
about preparation checklists for the trip. When 
going through my checklists in preparation for 
this trip I thought I had everything covered. 
New tires, tubes and bearings on the trailer; 
new heim joint on the trailer; chassis lubed 
and checked; lights checked; spare tire 
checked and aired up; Bike has new tires; oil 
change; complete T-CLOCS performed; warm 
and cool weather riding gear packed and 
checked; and the list goes on.  
 
Well, on our second day out an item for the 
checklist was discovered that was not there 
but should have been included. Check the 
screws on our modular helmets. I lifted my 
chin bar to take a sip of water and the screw 
on the right side came out and my chin bar 
would not lock back in place. I had to make a 
stop on the side of the highway to try and fix 
the situation. I had a couple of choices to rem-
edy it; find a screw to replace it or remove the 
chin bar which was not a good choice to me.  
 
I looked through my tool box in the trailer and 
found a couple of candidates for replacement. 
Both were the correct thread but one was too 
short to reach all the way into the pim nut to 
secure the helmet. The other was pretty long 
but it fit and did not go through the lining so 
that was the one I used.  
 
A suggestion to everyone with modular hel-
mets: use blue thread lock on all you helmet 
screws as they will come loose over time. I’m 

so glad that I keep a bag of old spare screws 
and bolts in my tool box. I kept us rolling with 
only a 10 minute delay.  
 

Steve & Billie Fleming 
Region H Assistant Director 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
October 10, 1973 - Spiro T. Agnew (1918-
1996) resigned the office of Vice President of 
the United States amid charges of income tax 
evasion on illegal payments allegedly re-
ceived while he was governor of Maryland 
and after he became Vice President. He was 
later given a $10,000 fine and sentenced to 
serve three years probation. He was suc-
ceeded as Vice President by Gerald R. Ford, 
who went on to become President after the 
resignation of Richard M. Nixon.  

October 11, 1939 - Albert Einstein warned 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt that his theo-
ries could lead to Nazi Germany's develop-
ment of an atomic bomb. Einstein suggested 
the U.S. develop its own bomb. This resulted 
in the top secret "Manhattan Project." 

October 11, 1976 - The "Gang of Four," in-
cluding the widow of Mao Zedong, was ar-
rested in China, charged with plotting a coup. 
They were subsequently tried and convicted 
of various crimes against the state. 

October 12, 1960 - During a debate over co-
lonialism in the United Nations, Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev took off his shoe and 
pounded his desk repeatedly.  
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By the Book 

By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  

“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

Statement of Purpose 
or 

Why Are We Here? 
 
Every organization or business should have a 
mission statement as well as a statement of 
purpose.  While being similar, they are differ-
ent.  A mission statement should answer the 
question 'what do we do and who do we do it 
for?'.  The statement of purpose answers the 
question 'why do we do what we do?'.  The 
statement of purpose contained in the Officer 
Handbook includes pieces of the mission and 
sums it up very succinctly to answer the ques-
tions of 'what do we do and for whom' as well 
as 'why we do it'. 
   

“GWRRA is an informal educational, social 
organization of proud, unique and special 
people – Gold Wing Owners.  It was formed 
for people to exchange ideas, share safety 
information relating to motorcycling and mo-
torcyclists, educate the non-motorcycling 
public concerning motorcycling problems 
and participate in impromptu rides.   In addi-
tion, it supports the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation (MSF) and assists all motorcyclists in 
achieving and/or improving public accep-
tance of motorcyclists.  GWRRA is a family-
oriented organization, without political or re-
ligious affiliations or influence and supports 
civic, local, police, charity, and government 
organizations.  GWRRA publishes and dis-
tributes Wing World and other media that 
will inform, educate, entertain and enlighten 
our Members and Officers”. 

 
Hard to believe that everything we do can be 
distilled into one paragraph from the Officer 
Handbook.  Putting that paragraph into actions 
is where all of the FUN happens. 
 

The more you Know,. The better it gets! 

Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 

 

==================================== 

Special Dates in History 

 

October 13, 1884 - Greenwich was established 
as the universal time from which standard times 
throughout the world are calculated. 

October 13, 1943 - Italy declared war on its 
former Axis partner Germany after the downfall 
of Mussolini and collapse of his Fascist govern-
ment. 

October 13, 1990 - The first Russian Orthodox 
service in over 70 years was held in St. Basil's 
Cathedral, next to the Kremlin, in Red Square, 
Moscow. 

October 14, 1947 - U.S. Air Force Captain 
Chuck Yeager became the first man to break 
the sound barrier, flying in a rocket-powered 
research aircraft. 

October 14, 1964 - Civil Rights leader Martin 
Luther King, Jr., became the youngest recipient 
of the Nobel Peace Prize. He donated the 
$54,000 in prize money to the Civil Rights 
movement. 

October 15, 1946 - Nazi leader Hermann Go-
ering committed suicide by swallowing poison 
in his Nuremberg prison cell just hours before 
his scheduled hanging for war crimes. 

October 15, 1964 - Soviet Russia's leader 
Nikita Khrushchev was deposed as First Secre-
tary of the Soviet Communist Party, and re-
placed by Leonid Brezhnev. 

The Perfect Chapter Gathering 
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Editors Puzzle Page October 2016 

See the answer to September puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 

1. Mugs 
5. Tablet 
10. A Freudian stage 
14. Relating to urine 
15. House style 
16. Lawn mower brand 
17. Lascivious look 
18. Unmerited 
20. Xylophone 
22. Streaked 
23. Go up and down 
24. Relieves 
25. Alleviating fever 
32. French for "Queen" 
33. Proxy 
34. Utilize 
37. Warbled 
38. Talk 
39. Portent 
40. Before, poetically 
41. Estimate 
42. Implant 
43. Acts of refraining 
45. Lampblacks 
49. Not in 
50. Oval 
53. Version 
57. Widely circulated 
59. Border 
60. Always 
61. Zapupe 
62. Part in a play 
63. Lairs 
64. Showered with love 
65. Sleigh  

1. Stem 
2. Component of urine 
3. Jetty 
4. Marking 
5. Short and blunt 
6. Roman moon goddess 
7. Tot 
8. Foot digitsv 9. At one time  
     (archaic) 
10. Courtyards 
11. Exploded stars 
12. Mountain crest 
13. Deposits of ore 
19. Construct  
21. Brood 
25. Backside 
26. Close 
27. Prong 
28. Sexually assaults 
29. Excrete 
30. Make fun of 
 

31. Writing liquid  
34. Part of an ear 
35. Observed 
36. Terminates 
38. A type of large sandwich 
39. Excluders 
41. Pants  
42. Decorative case 
44. Gestured the affirmative 
45. Stitched 
46. Drink garnish 
47. Bygone 
48. Layers 
51. WW1 plane 
52. Therefore 
53. Overhang 
54. False god 
55. Leer at 
56. Require 
58. Consume  
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 

======================================== 

TX Chapter T T-Fest Rally 
Oct 8, 2016. 

699 E Veterans Memorial Blvd 
Harker Heights TX 

======================================== 

TX Chapter H Rally 
Oct 15, 2016. Raymond Russell PK 

20644 IH-10 West Exit 552 
San Antonio TX 

======================================== 

Region H  
Fall Foliage Ride 

Arkansas  21-23 Oct 
See Flyer in this NL 

======================================== 

Texas District 
Mid Winter Round up 

Jan 14, 2017 
MPEC Center Wichita Falls 

======================================== 

Texas District Rally 
May 18-20, 2017 

MPEC Center Wichita Falls 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  

A Little Humor  
from Readers Digest 

 
We were inspecting sev-
eral lots of grenades. 
While everyone was concentrating on the task 
at hand, I held up a spare pin and asked, “Has 
anyone seen my grenade?”  
 
Military True or False?? 

1) In World War II, a German  U-boat was 
sunk because of a  malfunctioning toilet. 

2) American combat dolphins,  deployed in 
the Persian Gulf,  surrounded and captured 
an Iranian battleship. 

3) The pen used by the military meets 16 
pages of military specs. 

4) At the real-life Top Gun program (the one 
the film was based on) there is a $5 fine for 
any staffer who references or quotes the 
movie. 

5) The Franco-Prussian War ended in a stale-
mate and had to be settled by a winner take-
all game of backgammon played by the two 
countries’ prime ministers. 

 
 
 Answers: 1-T; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T; 5-F 


